
Background
 

RMTA is committed to product quality and

patient safety to ensure the availability of

critical PET drugs to patients suffering from

cancer, heart disease, Alzheimer’s, and other

conditions. 

The Radiopharmaceutical Manufacturers &

Theranostics Alliance (RMTA), a division of the

National Electrical Manufacturers Association

(NEMA), is the leading organization and

collective voice of innovators, manufacturers,

and distributors of diagnostic and therapeutic

radiopharmaceuticals and positron emission

tomography (PET) affiliated technologies that

image, evaluate, and support diagnosis,

therapy, and therapy selection.

What is PET? 
PET is a type of medical imaging that uses

very small amounts of radiopharmaceuticals,

or tracers, to provide detailed pictures of the

body at the molecular and cellular level. This

imaging aids in:

PET aids in the diagnosis and

treatment of disease for various types

of cancers, cardiovascular disease

and neurological disorders

(Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, and

others).

PET is helping facilitate the transition

to personalized care through early

detection of tumors and innovative

non-invasive procedures at a patient-

specific level. 
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RMTA supports the Administration’s goal to grow domestic

manufacturing capacity for pharmaceutical products and

ingredients. We propose the following actions to achieve this

while mitigating negative impacts on patients:

AT A GLANCE
 

However, these products are often

produced by suppliers in the European

Union, Canada, Australia, and South

Africa. They are also subject to a complex

supply chain resulting from their short

shelf-life because of rapid decay.

Radiopharmaceutical diagnostics,

therapies, radioisotopes, and contrast

agent drugs diagnose and treat patients

with Alzheimer's, cancer, heart disease

and other conditions.

Treatment of Positron
Emission Tomography
(PET) Products Under US
Trade Policy

Exempt PET Products from Section 232
Tariff Implementation

CHALLENGE

 

Given the lack of domestic supply, we are concerned that
Section 232 tariffs would lead to:

Increased costs that would directly impact patients or
be absorbed by hospitals, potentially limiting patient
access and straining healthcare systems.
Delays in critical testing for cancers, cardiovascular
conditions, and other pathologies which would then
impact timely diagnosis and treatment.
Disproportionate financial impacts on the Medicare
population and vulnerable hospital systems.
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PROPOSAL

Despite previous action by Congress,

namely the American Medical Isotope

Production Act of 2012 (AMIPA), there

continues to be a limited domestic supply

of these products and their inputs.

Primarily, this is because of regulatory and

cost barriers that manufacturers confront.

Exclude or defer tariffs on radiopharmaceuticals,

medical isotopes and other related technologies until

adequate domestic supply is achieved.

Collaborate with industry stakeholders to strengthen

domestic production capacity through targeted

incentives and streamlined regulatory processes.

Support long-term resilience by developing a

coordinated national strategy for radiopharmaceutical

supply chain security through HHS.
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