
Background
 

RMTA is committed to product quality and

patient safety to ensure the availability of

critical PET drugs to patients suffering from

cancer, heart disease, Alzheimer’s, and other

conditions. 

The Radiopharmaceutical Manufacturers &

Theranostics Alliance (RMTA), a division of the

National Electrical Manufacturers Association

(NEMA), is the leading organization and

collective voice of innovators, manufacturers,

and distributors of diagnostic and therapeutic

radiopharmaceuticals and positron emission

tomography (PET) affiliated technologies that

image, evaluate, and support diagnosis,

therapy, and therapy selection.
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What is PET? 
PET is a type of medical imaging that uses

very small amounts of radiopharmaceuticals,

or tracers, to provide detailed pictures of the

body at the molecular and cellular level. This

imaging aids in:

PET aids in the diagnosis and

treatment of disease for various types

of cancers, cardiovascular disease

and neurological disorders

(Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, and

others).

PET is helping facilitate the transition

to personalized care through early

detection of tumors and innovative

non-invasive procedures at a patient-

specific level. 
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AT A GLANCE
 

These radiopharmaceuticals provide

previously unavailable information to

support changes in patient

management, which have been

demonstrated through literature to lead

to more appropriate care and reduce

unnecessary downstream interventions

that may be both expensive and

debilitating. 

As conditions like Alzheimer’s and

Parkinson’s disease, advanced cardiac

disease, and cancers of the prostate,

breast, and brain continue to take a heavy

toll on elderly Americans, Medicare’s

current reimbursement methodology,

which utilizes mean unit cost (MUC)

instead of average sales price (ASP), limits

patient access to innovative

radiopharmaceutical products that help

diagnose and treat these diseases.

Ensure Patient Access to
Innovative Diagnostic
Imaging Drugs 

Encourage Proper Valuation of
Radiophamaceuticals by CMS 

CHALLENGE

 -CY2026 OPPS Proposed Rule 

Currently, the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS) leverages MUC to establish a payment rate for
diagnostic radiopharmaceuticals. While MUC would be
an appropriate proxy of average price for products
without robust ASP data, this is not the current landscape
for these technologies. RMTA recently conducted a
survey of their members, and found most
radiopharmaceutical manufacturers either report or plan
to report ASP based on CMS guidance.

“The use of ASP information...could... improve payment
accuracy for separately payable diagnostic
radiopharmaceuticals by applying an established
methodology that has already been successfully
implemented under the Outpatient Prospective Payment
System (OPPS) for other separately payable drugs and
biologicals.”
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Based on a recent analysis of 12

billing codes for these products,

MUC substantially undervalues

reimbursement due to site of

service volume distortions. 

On average, MUC

provided a 50.1%

reduction in

reimbursement as

compared with ASP.

PROPOSAL

Lawmakers can improve Medicare beneficiary access to

diagnostic radiopharmaceutical technologies by supporting

an ASP payment fix. 

Encouraging CMS to utilize ASP + 6%

payment methodology in place of MUC

would bring diagnostic

radiopharmaceutical payment into

alignment with CMS precedent for drugs

and biologics and pass-through payment

status. This targeted reform will make

product reimbursement more predictable

and thereby ensure patient access to these

technologies. 
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